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A remark that calls attention to something or someone is a 
reference. This is often made when there is a need to make 
an emphasis with respect to a situation or highlight an 
example to illustrate a point. What’s makes one a reference 
point? In other words, how does one become noticeable to 
others? This does not imply that one’s success is dependent 
on being noticed or being judged by popular opinion, 
however it is undeniable that an external validation of a fact 
is essential for objectivity. A success story that makes no 
landmark in the sands of time is fruitless for it soon fades. 
As we come into the very last quarter of this year, it is 
essential that we pursue an objective assessment of our life 
plans, pursuit and outcomes.
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Usually, one of the subject of a positive reference 
is where a remarkable difference from the norm in 
the situation and or conduct of one’s life is spotted. 
Contrary to the tendency to ‘keep up with the 
joneses’ , a well thought out life plan, dutifully 
executed with a distinctively defined outcome is 
more likely to make one a reference point. Let me 
quickly add that while nothing is new under the 
surface of the earth, each one of us has the 
capacity to be uniquely different and create a 
remarkable difference from the norm. The key is to 
stop trying to be someone else, be yourself and use 
all the gifts and abilities God gave you to become 
remarkably different.

A second way to become a subject of positive 
reference is where one is making a sustained 
progress. A successful venture no matter how 
remarkable it is, is a ‘flash in the pan’ if it is not 
sustained. This is where a ‘big bang’ effect is futile 
except it is repeatable. In fact , it becomes a negative 
reference point where it can not be sustained. This 
calls for a strong foundation and order. As we 
execute our life plans, it is important that we build 
to last which requires both good quality 
materials and sufficient time. It is true that while it 
takes strong pursuit to achieve success, it requires 
even greater effort to sustain it. Such efforts require 
disciplined habits and strong ethics.



Another source of positive references is the occurrence of widespread impact by an individual 
and or institution. This means the pursuit of goals bigger than oneself. Not only is this so;  
because of the significant ramifications of an otherwise insignificant initiative, it is more so 
because this is rare. Most people would focus only on their immediate sphere of influence and 
or areas of potential mutual benefit. This is only possible with people who possess strong 
character and doggedness, and this is celebrated everywhere it is found. 

You can and should choose to become a positive reference point.
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