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As long as your plans remains only on paper,
they are mere dreams and wishful thinking.

The key to Actualization: Pursuit

N

ow the real work starts
: actuating your plans.
As long as your plans
remains only on paper, they
are mere dreams and wishful
thinking. The key to
actualization is pursuit. To
pursue means to go in search
of or hunt for; to chase after
and commit to a course. Any
half hearted, haphazard and
inconsistent action to
actualize a plan is a
recipe for failure. Let me

also add by stating that barring extreme, uncharacteristic disruptions, pursuits
made according to rules are
successful. Every pursuit
must involve some form of
exertion, consistent effort
and discomfort.
Without pursuit, all the
years of efforts at preparations are pointless and the
destination would remain
unattainable.

Effective pursuit must be targeted towards a goal and
sustained until achieved. Pursuit should be knowledge
based, and must be combined with the deployment of
the right skills and diligence. For instance, until you
set goals, you cannot score any no matter how hard
you pursue goal scoring. Moreover, however strong
and hardworking a person is, until he understands the
game of football, and trains consistently to acquire
the right skills, he cannot excel as a footballer talk less
of becoming a star. Finally, no matter how talented a
footballer is, the less he trains , the less he succeeds.
Success and its pursuit must be sustained otherwise it
diminishes and eventually, is lost. Indiscipline is the
greatest enemy of sustainable success. Discipline and
self control are pillars of pursuit.

Let ‘s discuss four rules of pursuit.
• Passion
• Patience

• Persistence
• Performance.

Passion
When it comes to pursuit, the only way to sustain the exertion
and intensity required is to be passionate about the goal we are
pursuing. Passion means to desire intensely, almost an irrational
commitment to a course. I call it irrational because it’s real to the
person but may not be apparent to another person. That is why
the vision of a person needs to be ‘sold’ to another, it often does
not come automatically. To be passionate implies one becomes
zealous, an excessive fervor to do something or accomplish an
end. Passion does release the energy required to drive through
tasks and keep pushing against the most difficult circumstances
and even fear when they arise. It is an absolute requirement for
persistence.

To be passionate implies one becomes
zealous, an excessive fervor to do something
or accomplish an end.

Persistence
It is a given that plans are not actualized automatically at
the first pursuit. It takes time and effort. For the required
effort passion is needed but to hold out to the end,
persistence is necessary. To be persistent, is to be
tenacious, an enduring determination to go ahead and
patiently bearing trouble and set backs. The fact of life is
the bigger and grand the goal, the harder and riskier the
tasks to accomplish them. Without persistence, it is often
wishful thinking to accomplish such. We need more than
talent, skills, knowledge and passion to pull through:
tenacity, persistence is key. This produces good, old
ruggedness; that quality that differentiates the men from
the boys! The lack of persistence often makes the averagely
intelligent person become more successful in life than those
with sharp intelligence in the class and lecture rooms. The
taste of the pudding is in the making not just the recipe.

Patience
Persistence should work with patience, otherwise the pain is
borne without taking the gain!! Patience is good natured
tolerance of delay and discomfort. Patience keeps us from
becoming desperate and erratic in action in the face of the
discomfort of delays and repeated failings. Without patience
accompanying persistence, desperation, anger and erratic
behaviors might result from the pain of repeated failings and
consistent hard work. More often than not; without patience
successes of several years of pursuits are given up just when the
victory is about to emerge. How does patience come? By
focusing on the destination. Secondly, patience comes with
learning from others’ experiences and of our own practice. The
hardest patience to be won is with our ‘ first pursuit’, subsequent
ones becomes easier but never easy... any patience is always
tough. Fortunately; patience can be learnt and eventually with
practice, can become an habit. The earlier it is learnt, the
higher the chances of success in life. The concept of short cuts,
and fast tracks in life have produced so many false starts, and
truncated lives and careers today that we need to extremely
cautious. Please note that this is not a suggestion for a patient
waiting out on careers, businesses that are dead on arrival or
fundamentally flawed, but an advice for a patient review and
consideration of our pursuit. Every pursuit requires time, and
that time we must give. No matter how precocious a child is,
there is a minimum number of years required for him to become
an adult !

Performance
Acceptable performance is always clear, black and
white never gray!!! The key is to never accept
excuses for non performance from either from
yourself or anyone else. Moreover, never reduce
your standard of performance, a little shift and you
open the door for a free fall. The constant search
for alternatives have led many to celebrate
mediocrity. Remember, that the world is a big
place and many other there are determined to
make an impact. The key is a determination to
leave our foot prints on the sand of time and be the
best we can. I am not postulating here that we get
into a rat race comparing ourselves with other to
define our success : no not at all. The best way is to
measure ourselves by our talents, our purpose and
destination. Every man is unique in his own way:
once you achieve your own proposition, you become an original!!! That is performance ,
excellently delivered.
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