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March: Weekly Devotional Messages
March 13:
Titled: The journey is as important as the destination.
March 06:
Titled: Finding the strength to get going…

The stages of your journey
E

xpectation is everything!! It is easier to endure and in some cases even
enjoy the journey (despite the effort and the time involved), if you
know what to expect! So what can we expect in this journey of life? This is not
to mean that there is a prototype for life, as there are as many variants to life as
there are human beings. Be that as it may, a trend, a broad expectation can be
established and it is prudent to do so.
There are many ways to ‘skin a cat’
they say, so my discussion
today can be viewed in many
other ways, but with the same
message. Here’s a perspective. I
have chosen to discuss our life’s
journey in five stages, so we can set
our expectations right! The most
important issue is to understand
what to expect, what is required at
each stage and what success looks
like.

The starting point
The starting point is often the most
important stage, if you ask me. It sets the
tone. This is when we get to define our
desired destination. The dilemma to this is
that most often, what is defined and accepted as ‘cool and successful’ by our society is
by and large different from what we most
times are wired and or are created to
accomplish. Too many of us want to fit in,
so we get easily derailed from our true

potential. Success begins with being true to yourself irrespective of public opinion. Most times you know and are convinced in your heart of hearts, if you must
be honest. The peer pressure becomes too strong, the need to belong and be accepted and honourable especially for men. No one wants to be seen as taking
second place, yet we cannot all take the first position. In fact , the ‘pyramid’ of life
gets narrower the farther we move away from the base. Beware, the widely accepted definition of success and prosperity capable of bringing the deepest inner
fulfillment is most often false as unrealistic.
Then comes
the takeoff point

“ where your

destination and
vision needs to be
published to rally
the provisions
required to begin
the pursuit of
your plans.

“

The knowledgeable and the wise often
get past these stereotypes our society
places upon us. Then comes the takeoff
point where your destination and vision needs to be published to rally the
provisions required to begin the pursuit
of your plans. No man achieves anything alone - you need people and every
worthwhile dream revolves around people directly and or indirectly. Here lies
probably the most difficult part of our
journey. This stage is where you gather
momentum to begin, the strongest determinant of how far you go!!. Yet this is
the time we get to learn our first lesson
in life about the frailty of man. Many
are called, but few are chosen, the Holy

book says and how true! The majority
fall into the category I call ‘multitudes’.
These multitudes most often do not
and make no effort to believe you; and
in the rare cases where they do, are not
ready to stick out their neck for you.
They are however quick to shout in jubilation when it goes well with you, all
in a bid to position to partake of your
victory and its accompanying rewards.
Beware; never take off surrounded entirely with the people with the ‘multitude’ mentality, for they will leave at the
slightest resistance that is bound to be a
part of the journey.

our resolve at success is inevitably tested.
After the takeoff, there comes that point in the journey, when we suffer hurt, pain,
rejection, betrayal and every negativity in the book as the vision, and our resolve
at success is inevitably tested. Experience shows the bigger the vision , the more
intense these tests tend to be. This is when the boys are separated from the men.
Emerging from these challenges, unshaken and strong in our resolve to go ahead
often marks the turning point in the journey, the point of no return.
the point of no return.
More often than not, this is the worst part of
the journey but also opens up almost always
quicker than we can imagine into a flurry of
activities and major breakthroughs. The
turning point may be long in duration and for
some short , but nonetheless tortuous in all
circumstances.

midas
touch

“ At this stage,

with a little effort
the outcome is
magnificent. “

Once a major breakthrough has been
established, many more tend to follow in quick
successions that it often looks like the norm.
This is when everything that one contemplates
comes with a ‘ midas touch’ , a sign that the
cruising point has been reached. At this stage,
with a little effort the outcome is magnificent.
Finally, the vision now sells itself, and attracts
the ‘cream de la cream’ from all walks of life as
the reference point is finally here!
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